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Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive
Directive 2008/56/EC

Clean, healthy & 
productive seas

Sustainable use
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MSFD 
µGHVFULSWRUV¶ Pressures & impacts

Biodiversity

Marine food webs

Seabed habitats (integrity)

Non-indigenous species
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Contaminants (in environment) 
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Marine strategies



Decision on Good Environmental Status

Commission 
Decision 
(2017/848/EU)

Criteria & 
methodological 
standards

Specifications & 
standardised 
methods

To achieve 
GES

Monitoring & 
assessment



Regional cooperation
Four regions

Baltic Sea

North-east Atlantic Ocean

Subregions
Western Mediterranean Sea
Adriatic Sea
Ionian Sea & Central Mediterranean Sea
Aegean-Levantine Sea

Mediterranean Sea

Black Sea

Sub regions

Greater North Sea
Celtic Seas
Bay of Biscay and the Iberian Coast
Macaronesia 



Source: Commission report on 
MSFD implementation 

COM(2020)259
SWD(2020)60
SWD(2020)61
SWD(2020)62

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52022XC0314%2801%29&qid=1647271585632
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1593613439738&uri=CELEX:52020DC0259
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=SWD:2020:60:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=SWD:2020:61:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=SWD:2020:61:FIN


Assessment of state

As reported by Member 
States 2018 

Commission assessment & 
recommendations Æ
C(2022)1392 & 
SWD(2022)55

Marine litter Non-indigenous 
species

Source: Wise marine dashboards

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52022XC0314%2801%29&qid=1647271585632
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/eu-coast-and-marine-policy/implementation/pdf/SWD_2022_55_3_EN.pdf
https://water.europa.eu/marine/data-maps-and-tools/msfd-reporting-information-products/ges-assessment-dashboards/ges-marine_waters


Assessment of state

Member States had to report 
in 2018 

Commission assessment & 
recommendations Æ
C(2022)1392 & 
SWD(2022)55

Cetaceans 
& turtles

Maritime traffic 
(continuous noise)

Source: Wise marine dashboards

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52022XC0314%2801%29&qid=1647271585632
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/eu-coast-and-marine-policy/implementation/pdf/SWD_2022_55_3_EN.pdf
https://water.europa.eu/marine/data-maps-and-tools/msfd-reporting-information-products/ges-assessment-dashboards/ges-marine_waters


MSFD review Æ objectives

To contribute to protection and preservation of the 
marine environment & enable sustainable use 

1. Improve the regulatory framework 

2. Improve implementation and enforcement 

3. Improve regional cooperation and coordination

4. Improve policy coherence

5. Improve data management 



Zero pollution action plan

Reduction targets for 2030

55% Æ health impacts from air pollution 

30% Æ Reduce chronic transport noise disturbance

25% air pollution threats to biodiversity

50% Ænutrient losses, use and risk of chemical pesticides, use of more hazardous pesticides, sale of 
antimicrobials for farmed animals & aquaculture

50% Æ plastic litter at sea

30% Æ microplastics release

Significant reduction of total waste generated



Biodiversity strategy for 2030

PROTECT NATURE 
� Legally protect at least 30% of the European 
8QLRQ¶V�VHD�DUHD. 

� Strictly protect at least a third RI�WKH�(8¶V�
marine protected areas.

� Effectively manage all protected areas, 
defining clear conservation objectives and 
measures, and monitoring them appropriately.

� Fisheries management measures must be 
established in all MPAs according to clearly 
defined conservation objectives and on the 
basis of the best available scientific advice.

RESTORE NATURE
� Nature Restoration Law with legally binding 

restoration targets, including for the marine 
environment.

� Achieving good environmental status of 
marine ecosystems, including through strictly 
protected areas, must involve the restoration 
of carbon-rich ecosystems as well as 
important fish spawning and nursery areas.

� Reduce bycatch of sensitive species and the 
impact of bottom fishing on the seabed.

� Action plan to conserve fisheries resources 
and protect marine ecosystems



Marine action plan ± :KDW¶V in it?

� Improve gear selectivity and address bycatch of sensitive species 

� Protect the seabed

� Transition and knowledge

� Governance
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Marine waters Æ

ecologically diverse and dynamic
clean, healthy and productive 
used at sustainable levels 

safeguarding their potential use by current & 
future generations



Thank you
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